
Conservation Commission – April 4, 2019 

 

1 

 

REGULAR MEETING 

 THURSDAY, APRIL 4, 2019 

7:00 pm – John Weichsel Municipal Center Assembly Room 

196 North Main Street, Southington, CT 

 

MINUTES   

 

 The Southington Inland Wetlands Agency held a regular meeting on 

Thursday, April 4, 2019 at the John Weichsel Municipal Center Assembly 

Room, 196 North Main Street, Southington, CT. Teresa Albanese, Chair, 

called the meeting to order at 7:00 with the following in attendance: 

 Commissioners:  Christopher Borowy, Jeff Crown, Michael Bunko, 

Shari Guarino & James Sullivan 

 Alternates:  David Byrne & Robert Ives 

 Ex-Officio: David Lavallee, Assistant Town Planner 

   

 A quorum was determined.   

 The Pledge of Allegiance to the American Flag was recited by 

everyone in attendance. 

 

4. Approval of Minutes –   Regular Meeting of March 7, 2019 

 Mr. Borowy made a motion to approve the Minutes as submitted.   

Mr. Sullivan seconded.   Motion passed unanimously on a voice vote. 

  

     - Special Meeting of March 27, 2019 

  Mr. Ives made a motion to approve the Special Meeting Minutes as 

submitted.   Ms. Guarino seconded.   Motion passed unanimously on a 

voice vote. 

      

5. Reports from Public, Press and Ex-Officio Members regarding items  

 scheduled for action. 

 None this evening. 

 

6. Inland Wetland Applications 

 A. Information/Action – IW#1273/FF#263 – Application of JD 

Solar Solutions, seeking to install a solar field and grassed swale 
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within the Upland Review Area and floodplain.   Property located at 

270 Spring Street. 

 Mr. Lavallee presented the application this evening.   There is 

floodplain on the site that encompasses a good percentage.   The array 

is planned in this field here (indicating).  And, the mitigation is up 

front near the parking lot.   Floodplain mitigation.  It is on site 

and the same watershed as the river.   This is all treed (indicating). 

 It is 150 cy are proposed to be filled for the stations that hold 

up the panels.   

 I did the checklist.  I had a couple of concerns I think they 

should address: 

 - This is curbed, this parking (indicated).  But it shows on 

the plan it is sheet flow into the mitigation area.  I wasn’t crazy 

about that unless he has a filter strip there of stone.   It will 

serve as a little detention area, as well.    

 I asked if he could seed it with a wild flower mix instead of 

lawn in front.   That’s more maintenance for them but it would be 

beneficial to pollinators if we get something in front like that.  

There are honey bees in the area, commercial hives. 

 - Where the array is going, I’d like to keep some access to 

the outflow.  There is a 42-inch pipe that comes across here 

(indicating) and come down here into the river.  I’d like to have 

access.  There is just 20’ between the property line and the array, 

but I am not sure if that is enough to get in there if there is a 

problem.    

 Discussed the two spills on site previously that have been taken 

care of through DEEP. 

 We should have an access to the wetland. 

 The fence was noted.    

 - I just got some information about pollinator plantings that 

can go under the arrays.  That is pretty much what I had in mind for 

the area.   We don’t want herbicides to be sprayed under the whole 

array where it can be avoided. 

 The issue is there is minimum separation between the bottom and 

the panels.   I think it is 18 inches and then slopes up.  It is a 

little awkward.    

 We’ll get their responses and go from there. 

 I don’t think they’ll need to cut the trees for southern 

exposure.          

 Discussion. 
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 The area has been maintained as a field and I don’t see any 

utilities in there other than the 42-inch pipe and a monitoring well 

under the arrays.   I want to be sure that stays accessible. 

 We need a little more information on that area to make sure there 

is no cap or anything in there, no environmental issues.    

 There are outfalls in the back on this side (indicating).  The 

second spill went down into this area (indicating) and they removed 

the pipe and cleaned out underneath it.  His is one from the side and 

apparently it got into the watercourse here (indicating).  So again, I 

want to keep that access open just in case there are future issues. 

 This is an activity to supplement the factory’s energy. 

 The cubic yards for the floodplain are just the concrete footings 

for the racks.  It’s 170 cy compensated, so it is 20 cy more. 

 The E & S measures are a silt fence around the disturbance.  

Proposed swale is shown on the low side but again I want to see the 

filter strip up here (indicating) and then haying, seeding and matting 

if necessary.   It is a decent run down through here (indicating) once 

it leaves the basin.  It is a depression so it would have to overtop 

and by the time that happens everything would settle out.   If you 

have more root mass in there with the wild flowers, I think it would 

be better than just the grass.      

 Discussion. 

 The CL&P easement was discussed.    

 We can ask for the mitigation again for the floodplain as well as 

the upland review area.       

 Discussion. 

 There are city water and sewers on site. 

 The site is relatively flat. 

 After discussion, the Chair asked for the O & M Plan for the 

arrays and the Geotechnical Report from the applicant.   She’d like to 

know how they are going to maintain the area.  The wetlands limits are 

close on the side.    Discussion. 

  

 Mr. Borowy made a motion to table.   Mr. Sullivan seconded.  

Motion passed unanimously on a voice vote. 

 Site walk set for April 18, 2019 at 5:00 pm. 
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7. Communications 

 A. Reports from Public, Press and Ex-Officio members regarding 

items other than those scheduled for action. 

 None this evening. 

 

8. Conservation Issues / Unfinished Business / Miscellaneous 

 Mr. Lavallee advised we are waiting for the date for Touch-a-

Truck.   It’s organized by an outside party and parks & rec said it 

should be coming up soon. 

 We can give the trees out at the next event which is an Earth Day 

Cleanup.  Open Space is teaming up with the Rotary Club and if the 

Conservation Commission wants to get involved, that’d be great.   They 

are still putting that together.    

 They find an area within the town --- Land Trust gets involved.  

People typically adopt an area to clean up in town. 

 The handicapped access at the canoe launch is pretty much 

complete except for the pad for the space in front.  The trail going 

down to it is complete.  It’s a pretty neat landing they put in.  

There is a grab rail on it.  This is for people with disabilities.  

It’s at the dog park.  Scout project. 

 Mr. Sullivan advised that it looks like Volpe has begun their 

project to knock the house down on South Main Street in Plantsville.   

 As to the Crystal Lake project, there has not been much movement 

on that.  I think we will have to take it over ourselves.   If he has 

the time he’ll go out and do it.  It’s not a big deal but we’d like it 

done sooner than later. 

 Discussion about the DOT and the staging of all their fill 

material that has been stabilized around some of the ramps. 

  

9. Adjournment 

 Mr. Sullivan made a motion to adjourn which Mr. Borowy seconded.  

Motion passed unanimously on a voice vote. 

 (Whereupon, the meeting was adjourned at 7:29 o’clock, p.m.) 


